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The Peninsula Trust and Community Housing 

 

The Peninsula Trust is a not-for-profit organisation, run for the benefit of its 

members and the local community of the Rame Peninsula. 

In late 2017, the Trust undertook a successful community consultation and 

housing needs survey. This identified that there was a lack of genuinely 

affordable, secure, good standard housing in the area for local people. Specific 

points that came out of the survey were: 

 Wages are low and the price of housing is high. 

 

 There is a high level of second home ownership which are increasing 

house prices and rent, and in doing so putting these properties beyond 

the reach of a majority of local people.  

 

 Private rented accommodation can be scarce, expensive, inadequate and 

insecure.  

 

 Social affordable housing is in short supply. 

 

  

The Trust, with the support of its membership and the local community, took the 

decision to identify any viable options to increase affordable housing on the 

Rame Peninsula. The Coastguard Cottages were identified as part of this and the 

Trust has worked with our local Councillor, George Trubody, and Cornwall 

Council to secure these houses and make sure that they are retained as good 

quality, affordable housing for the local community in perpetuity. 

 

We hope that this pack provides you with the information you need, but if you 

have any questions please do not hesitate to contact the Trust, using the details 

on the contacts section of this pack. 
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The Cottages  

 

The Cottages are in Cawsand, part of the 

Maker-with-Rame Parish. They are part of a 

terrace of eight houses and consist of: 

 2 x 2 bedroom houses for 4 people 
 

 1 x 2 bedroom house for 3 people 

They each have a living room, kitchen, 

bathroom (shower only) and two bedrooms. 

 

The property for three people has a slightly smaller second bedroom that would 

not be suitable for two people to share.  

All properties have access to a sizeable garden. 

There is car parking at the properties, run and controlled by Cornwall Council.  

The access to the properties is difficult and the cottages themselves have steep 

stairs, which mean they may not be suitable for those with mobility issues. Due 

to the fact that the cottages are Grade 2 listed, the Trust is unable to make 

alterations to the properties. 

Occupancy 

The Trust will permit under-occupancy by one person, this means that: 

 Those with three dependents or more will not be able to apply. 
 

 Couples without dependents will be able to apply for the smaller of the 

houses 

There is an exception to under-occupancy for single parents as follows: 

 Single parents will be allowed to apply for any of the cottages, as parent 

and child will need one bedroom each as per government guidelines, so 

will be assessed on this basis rather than on bed spaces. 

 

Bedroom Standard 

As per the Housing Act a 1985, a bedroom is considered necessary for: 

 each adult couple 
 any other person aged 16 or over 
 two children of the same sex under the age of 16 

 two children under the age of 10 regardless of their sex 
 any other child 
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Floor Plans 
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Cottage number 5 

Ground Floor      First Floor  

 

The Application Process 

1) All applicants should read the Trust’s Lettings Plan to see whether they 

meet the minimum local connection and financial criteria; these are 

summarised in the Selection Process document. You will not be eligible to 

apply if you do not meet these. 

 

2) All applicants must fill in our attached application form, online or on 

paper. 

 

3) The applications forms will be reviewed by the Trust to make sure they 

meet the minimum eligibility criteria. 

 

4) The eligible forms will then be scored using our neutral Tenant Selection 

Process (attached). The process will automatically identify the three 

applications with the highest scores. 

 

5) An Evaluation Panel will check that the selection process has been 

operated correctly and that the results are correct. 

 

6) The three successful applicants will be offered a tenancy subject to 

satisfactory references, a credit check and a verification visit, where they 

will be asked to provide evidence relating to the information they have 

provided on the application form. 
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Initial Eligibility  

 

To be eligible to apply for the cottages, you must meet the following minimum 

local connection criteria for Maker-with-Rame Parish as follows. 

 Have been a permanent resident for a continuous period of at least three 

years immediately prior to applying; or 
 

 Have been a former permanent resident for a continuous period of five  years 

or 
 

 Have your place of permanent work (regarded as 16 hours or more a week 

and not including seasonal employment) for a continuous period of at least 

three years immediately prior to applying; or 
 

 Have a connection through a close family member (normally mother, father, 

brother, sister, son or daughter) where the family member is currently a 

resident  and has been so for a continuous period of at least five years 

immediately prior to applying. 

 

You must also meet our minimum financial eligibility criteria to move onto the 

next stage, which is: 

 You must not have joint earnings of more that £60k per annum. 
 

 You must not have more than £50k in savings or assets.  

All those who do not meet the minimum criteria will be rejected at this stage. 

 

Please also note: 

 You will not be eligible if you have a record of anti-social behaviour. 

 

 Applicants who are in arrears with their previous rent will generally not be 

considered as eligible for housing. However, each case will be considered 

on its own circumstances. 
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Tenancy Information 

      

Tenancy Type 

The Trust’s standard tenancy will be an assured non-shorthold tenancy, this 

means that the tenancies will be secure and long term. 

All tenancies will be subject to a one-year probationary period.   

 

Rent 

The Rent will be £526.00 per month initially. This is to be paid in advance on 

the 1st of every calendar month. You will not be required to pay a deposit. 

 

Tenant Handbook 

There is a Tenant Handbook for the successful applicants outlining the 

responsibilities and expectations for both the Trust and the tenant. This includes 

topics such as anti-social behaviour, rent, repairs and maintenance. 

 

Contact                                            

When you have completed the application form, please place it in an envelope 

and either post it or hand it in to the Rame Centre with the following contact 

details: 

Housing at the Peninsula Trust, 

The Rame Centre, 3 West Street, Millbrook, PL10 1AA 

 

You can also apply online using this link: 

www.thepeninsulatrust.org.uk/coastguard-cottages  

If you have any questions, please email housing@thepeninsulatrust.org.uk  

http://www.thepeninsulatrust.org.uk/coastguard-cottages
mailto:housing@thepeninsulatrust.org.uk

